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HOMER LAUGHLIN CHINA CHANGES LEADERSHIP, RETAINS JOBS

NEWELL, W.Va. – Gov. Bob Wise met with Homer Laughlin China employees for the first time since working with the company to keep 958 jobs.

Gov. Wise also named Joe Wells III, the company’s new president, a Distinguished West Virginian.

“Homer Laughlin China is a valuable member of West Virginia’s economic family. Our economic development team is committed to finding the best solutions for the state’s existing businesses,” Wise said. “Through Joe’s leadership, the company will continue to manufacture the same, high-quality, West Virginia-made products that customers have come to expect.”

The West Virginia Economic Development Authority approved a $10 million loan in June to the company to allow existing management to acquire the assets of majority stockholders and retain 958 jobs.

“Rest assured,” Wells said, “the company is not going to change in any significant way. This is change built on a firm foundation. The mission of The Homer Laughlin China Company remains the same as it has always been. We will continue to focus on our core products – domestically produced and decorated quality lead-free china for the retail and commercial markets.”

Wells moved from executive vice president and general manager to president, succeeding Marcus Aaron II who officially stepped down, changing the nature of a unique family partnership that goes back almost 105 years to the end of 1897. That year, Homer Laughlin sold his interest in the company he founded to his general manager, William Edwin Wells, and a group headed by Louis I. Aaron. Until the recent sale, successive generations of the two families managed the company.

Also today, the company’s new board of directors met for the first time.

Homer Laughlin is a Newell, W.Va.-based designer and manufacturer of lead-free ceramic dinnerware to the retail and hotel/restaurant segments. The company markets its products under a variety of brands including Fiesta®, Lyrica®, Gothic® and The Ameriwhite® Collection. Additionally, the company manufactures a wide variety of custom products designed for clubs, hotels, resorts and fine-dining establishments.

Fiesta®, a flagship product for the company, recently has appeared on the big screen in SpiderMan and Stuart Little 2. Tableware Today, a retail sector magazine, reports it as new brides’ No. 1 pattern pick for casual dining.
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